Susan L. Clubb DVM
Pet Farm Inc.
Miami, FL

THE USE OF ANTIBIOTICS IN BIRDS

The development of safe and therapeutic drug dosages for birds is
in its infancy. New information is becoming available at a rapid
rate, Dosages in this chart which have been established by the
determination of blood levels are indicated *. Other dosages have
been developed by clinical trial only.

Some basics must be remembered in the treatment of sick birds.

1. Handling should be limited to reduce stress. All medications
must be prepared prior to handling.

2. Water medications are useful in the treatment of flocks and mild
infections but should not be relied on in the very ill bird due
to decreased consumption,

3. Warmth will increase water consumption, Fruits could be limited
but not eliminated when using water medication. They are often
the only food consumed by a sick bird,

4. Replacement of gram positive bacteria is helpful in preventing
the overgrowth.of Candida and gram negative bacteria following
antibiotic therapy,

5. When using bacteriocidal drugs in the treatment of mild or
localized infections the maintenance of constant therapeutic
blood levels may not be required. For example, SID dosage of
Gentamycin is effective in many clinical cases.
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